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From the
Editor

Guess what. The water barrel is fixed
as good as new. | know; some will
say, well what use is it. The Camp-
Grounds has running water ( yes, for
many years now). | believe people will
remember the times we didn't, the
times we trucked (yes, | was there)
the water in from Rockdale in 55 gal-
londrums. And oh that ice house. The
ice blocks were taller than | was, at
least 4 feet tall. Assuming no vandals
have messed things up, the water
barrel will be back in business; ICE
WATER for all.

This monumental feat was not magic.
It was hard work for the select few
that showed Memorial day weekend.
Most of all, the dedicated effort of two
individuals made it happen. Maggie
Beatrice Miller and her friend John
Terry (the masonry ace) worked the
project to completion. John has more
mason knowledge, experience and
technique in his little finger than | ever
thought about.

(Continued onpg 2.)

Remember the
CampGround’s

40th Reunion

Hope to see
you all at
the
Reunion.

diil E. ﬁo an

| The
Eliza Ellen Garner Story

By Patsy Ruth Lehew

Elizawas born in October 7, 1886, five minutes before her twin brother isaac
Newton Rolan on the Sanddow community of Rockdale Texas (she never let him
forgetthat). She grew up helping in the fields and took care of her younger broth-
ers and sisters. In the late 1800’s she married Leonard Clayton Garner who re-
sided in in the community of Nile near Thorndale.

They first lived lived in the little Garner house which belonged to his parents
until Leonard’s parents became ill and they moved into the big Gamer house.
Both of them worked the fields cutting maize and picking cotton. The Garners
had a beautiful garden and Eliza was constantly canning the vegetable for the
winter months. She and Aunt Rosie canned together using a pressure cooker.
One day while the two were canning, the pressure cooker blew up. Well, they
managed to finish their canning anyway. Eliza canned jellies and was also known
for her famous Martha Washington wedding cake.

Auntie (Liza) raised chickens, turkeys, and geese. In 1941, Auntie became
il and had to come to Houston for surgery. She was upset about comings to
Houston because she would not have a garden. Some friends and neighbors got
together and planted her a big garden. When she returned from the hospital, she
was very happy seeing the wonderful garden planted for her.

Sometime after Auntie’s surgery, Leonard became critically ill. When he
passed away in May 1950, Eliza went to live with her brother Charlie Rolan and
his two children. Auntie helped Charles raise Pat and Bobby until both were mar-
ried and moved away.

Auntie became ill again and went to live with her sister Rosie in Ft. Worth
Texas. She lived with her sister until her death in April 1969.

Leonard Clayton & Eliza (Liza) Ellen (Rolan) Garner; July 1948
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From the Editor

continued from page 1

Even more outstanding was he had just
had corrective wrist surgery for carpal
problems. Wrist motion was reduced,
but he could sure lay mortar and brick
fast. The BBQ pit and water barrel are
shored up again. More onthe Memorial
Day work weekend later.

Feedback

The only feedback | received from the
last Rolan NewsLetter was Patsy Ruth
Lehew’s article and returned NewsLet-
ters (see Genealogy/ Mailing List). |
started a new mailing technique to keep
the mailing list current and it worked.
Five or six returns had corrected ad-
dresses. I'm learning.

Seriously, the family needs your letters,
stories and photos to be shared with all.
Ask your parents or grandparents
about theirs before it’s too late.

Budget

If you would take a moment and
compare the Reunion budget for
this reunion and the previous
ones, the difference is this 1994
budget has about $100 less to
spend. | believe this is due to
the NewsLetter Donation sup-
port not matching with the mail-
ing costs. This is the one cost |
cannot get around. | can make
copies, fold, etc. but | cannot get
free stamps; unless you send me
some. Stamp donations will be
posted in the budget section just
like money.

% / \M%x/ [ R

Paul Rolan

Congratulations to Allen &
Renae Kulhanek; Patsy
Ruth Lehew's youngest
daughter on the birth of

Allen Wyne,
August 10Th; weighing 6
Ibs 70zs. Maybe the
youngest at the Reunion.

Events in Aunt Auntie’s Life

By Patsy Ruth Lehew

In the younger days of Auntie ( Eliza Ellen Rolan Garner), she and some
neighbor kids would walk through the woods together to a friends house.
The boys would walk behind the girls. When the girls would come back,
they would find baby birds nest knocked out of the trees. The girls would
then go and tell Grandpa what happened. Grandpa would take care of it
from there. He would spank the boys for scaring the girls.

When I lived in the little Garner House, if I got upset at my parents I
would go to Auntie’s house to spend the night. Auntie would read me the
old Western books which she always read.

Auntie had an old Jersey cow that hated all adults, but I could walk the
cow anywhere. Auntie always watched out for me because she thought
that cow might hurt me. Auntie and I went almost everywhere together.
One day when she and I were opening a gate, she almost sat me down
on top of a rattle snake. Auntie got so scared after that, she watched me
even closer.

In the late 1950’s Auntie and I were babysitting a cousin, Karen Gage.
She was sleeping on Auntie’s big bed and woke up. Auntie and I were
in the kitchen when we heard noises coming from the bedroom. We both
ran to the bedroom. Auntie saw Karen crawling to the edge of the bed.
So, with cake mix all over her hands, Auntie caught her before she fell
off the bed.

Auntie was around my children a lot and helped supervise them. She al-
ways made sure that Robert, my husband, had his cornbread and pinto
beans when we came to visit.

On the last visit to Auntie’s, grapes were in season. We helped pick
grapes for Auntie because we loved the grape jelly she made. Robert
asked if she needed anyone to pick more grapes. Auntie said that she had
enough. About thirty minutes later, Auntie noticed that Robert wasn’t
anywhere to be found. In a while Robert yelled for Auntie to come to the
back porch. The sight she saw was a foot tub full of grapes. She wanted
to kill Robert but, later she laughed at it. Robert was like a son to her. My
children loved to spend the summer with their Grandpa and Aunt Aunt-
ie. We all had a lot of fun there.

The whole family loved her very much. She will be loved in our hearts
forever.

Auntie and her pet cow June, the one Patsy Ruth learned to milk
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‘Memorial Day Weekend

The work weekend started well. | had contacted Alcoa’s
representatives to make sure the gate would not be
locked. 1 brought a bolt cutter also, just in case. The gate
was open. | was the only car in sight but, | saw fresh
tracks in the sand. 1t is probably tracks of the security
guards; | thought. | stated my normal unpacking and
here comes a car. Maggie Beatrice Miller and John Terry
were here to help. They had a motel room in Rockdale. It
was their tracks | had seen.

The plan was to fix the BBQ brick fire box and work on the
water barrel. The Miller Cemetery also needed major
clearing but, that was probably too much work for one
weekend. During the winter the plumbing had broken.
This turned into the number one priority. Maggie and John
took a plumbing shopping list to fill the next morning and |
rigged up a pseudo shower, finished unpacking and re-
tired for the night.

Saturday

| started working on the water barrel. Besides some slight
rust onthe expanded metal and a lot of leaves, it was the
same as last year. | just finished a mortar lay up in the bot-
tom when Maggie and John arrived. We worked the
plumbing a bit and decided to start on the fire box. We not-
iced a truck coming up the drive; it was Johnnie Darnell
and his son. Johnnie worked the plumbing while Johnand
| hauled water and bricked the fire box.

We then all started in on the barrel. | worked the inside
(fromthe inside) and everyone else mortaredthe outside.
By the evening we had the first rough coat on the outside
and 2/3 of the inside done. Johnnie and his son were go-
ing on to see other relatives but sure helped out. Check
out the initials printed on the barrel; side nearest the bath-
rooms.

Maggie said we would only be in the way of John putting
the finishing touches on the barrel and suggested we
work on the Miller Cemetery tomorrow. About that time
Vaughn Brune drove up and volunteered to help the next
day; we had a crew.

Sunday

We took two vehicles to the cemetery just in case trouble
arose. Alcoa had cut a new cemetery road so the instruc-
tions from the last NewsLetter are invalid. All | can say is
the cemetery is just north of the dump; they are not going
to move the dump or the cemetery.

| wished we had taken a camera; before and after shots

are always impressive. The cemetery four foot front gate
was almost visible. The only indication of a path was a
less dense area along the road. | showed Vaughn and
Maggie the family plots and surveyed the job. We started
in the front and worked towards our area. After 3 hours
and 75 wrist sized trees we were at our family plots.
Another 1 1/2 hours and all? plots had some sunshine.
There is still a couple of inches of raking to clear the
ground, but at least they’re visible. Now to get the “old
folks” in there to tell us stories.

GENEALOGY/
MAILING
LIST

There is still about 75 names with incomplete,
incorrect or missing address information. If
anyone wants a total genealogy listing let me
know. A printout of all entries (almost 900)
would cost about $1.65 to mail. A computer
disk with the dbase file would cost about the
same.

The mailing list is a subset of the 900
genealogically-ordered names which only
includes descendants over 18, that have a
complete address (normally one NewsLetter
per address to keep the mailing cost down) and
have not had their previous NewsLetter
returned (bad address). If the descendant has
died, a effort is made to keep the spouse
informed with a NewsLetter.

The NewsLetters that were returned had
forwarding addresses. I had previously put
directions on the mailing label "Address
Correction Requested”. That's all it took; no
lost NewsLetters. Now we need to get the
correct address on the previous ”bad address”
NewsLetters.

Patsy Ruth Rolan, Lynn & Eliza Ellen (Liza) Garner, Ora lone (Morgan)
& Charlie Richard Rolan 1937 At the Little Garner House
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Annncet 1004

Budget

9/1993
9/1993
9/1993
9/1993
3/1994
1994

Electrical Utilities
Donations at the Reunion
BBQ Briskets, Sauce & Bread

$ 579.29
$-190.08
$ 453.00
$—-284.85

Newsletter Donations; Jan & March $ 40.00
Newsletter Mailings; Dec, Mar & Aug $—-141.64

TOTAL

$ 455.72

1948
Uncle Lynn’s Nieces from Big Lake, Uncle Lynn, Aunt Annie,
Mr & Mrs Ryan of Houston; ex neighbors.

_—_—-——‘—T—'—-————-——




How long has it been since we sat and visited?
.....Well, that’s too long!
Don’t miss the Campground’s 40th Annual Rolan Family Reunion
Sunday, September 4, 1994 @ Rockdale, Texas

Aunt Liza, Uncle Lynn, & Minnie Lee Burnes

From U.S. Hwy. 79 — halfway between Thorndale and Rockdale, go south on
F.M. 1786 for five miles to Alcoa. From there, follow the signs to the reunion.

The Bar-B-Q will be hosted this year by Wayne Tolson

5 - —
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4253 Ave
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Mailing List page # 1
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Salado
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Jarrell
Jarrell
New Boston
Temple
Corpus Christi
Houston




Rolan NewsLetter Mailing List August 1994

LastName Maiden First Middle Nickname PositionID Address City St Zip
4 *
Lillie Pearl Parker
Parker Dolores 010501 3611 FM 356 North Onalaska Tx 77360
Trantham Parker Iris Lorene Iris 010502 1941 Misquite Hurst Tx 76051
Parker Charles Raymond Charles 010503 Box 2561 Granite Shoals  Tx 78654
Carr Parker Debi Anmn . 01050302 2214 Clark St La Marque Tx 77568
Hynds Parker gynthla Ellen Cynthia 010504 805 W Hammond Fort Worth Tx 76115
Jordan Hynds elda Kay elda 01050401 3809 Del Reo Drive Fort Worth Tx 76133
Parker Woody Legene Woody 010505 Box 133 San Saba Tx 76877
Sanderson Parker Florene Florene 010506 Box 330698 Fort Worth Tx 76163
Rutledge Sanderson Connie Harlene Connie 01050601 10810 Swan Glen Dr Houston Tx 77099
Gordon Sanderson Sherry Iﬁynn herry 01050602 3209 Lawndale Fort Worth Tx 76113
Sanderson Harry ean HaFrrj/ 01050603 513 NW Newton Dr Burleson Tx 76028
Rosalyn Ester Beard
Brewer Beard Bonnie Bomnie 010601 Rt 2 Box 139 Fauke Ar 71837
Brewer Johnnie Lee Johnnie 01060101 1901 Goodnight Ct Granbury Tx 76049
Brewer Morgan Blake Morgan 0106010102 Rt 3 Box 25 Granbury Tx 76048
Brewer Jerry Wayne Jerry 01060102 Rt 1 Box 262B ipan Tx 76462
Brewer Heath Jaydel Hedth 0106010201 Rt 1 Box 262B Lipan Tx 76426
Beard Juanita : . 010602 2319 Fimat Houston x 77093
Atchison Beard Esther Viola Cricket 010603 Rt 5 Box 230 Burleson Tx 76028
Atchison William Edward William 010603 Rt 5 Box 230 Burleson Tx 76027
tchison Jimmy X Jimmy 01060301 Rt 5 Box 244 Burleson Tx 77027
Atchison . Stephen Todd Stephen 0106030102 Rt 5 Box 244, Burleson Tx 76027
Parker Atchinson Billie Jean Billie 01060302 4108 Cross Timber Rd Burleson Tx 76028
Beard Amos Clifton Clifton 010604 2415 Pleasant Circle Arlington Tx 76015
Cortez Beard Mary Rosalyn Mary 01060401 Box 6453 Austin Tx 78762
Dennie Beard Allie Faye Faye 010605 424 Birkshire . Burleson Tx 76028
Dennie William Gerald Lee Lee, 01060503 1202 Tanglewood Trail Euless Tx 76040
Beard Arville Lee Arville 010606 Rt 5 Box urleson Tx 76028
Morton Beard Myrtle Irene Irene 010607 5012 Saunders Fort Worth Tx 76119
Morton David I_I_?'nn David 01060702 4733 Alandale Fort Worth [x 76119
Morton Dwayne ampton __ Dwayne 01060704 Rt 4 Box 817A Clebume Tx 76031
Charlie Richard Rolan
LeHew Rolan Pa;lta' Ruth Pal;,sg' 010701 6311 Feldspar Houston Tx 77092
Smith LeHew Cindy Ione Cindy 01070101 1303 Progreso Houston Tx 77038
LeHew Robert L. William Robbie 01070102 7719 Alperton Dr Houston Tx 77088
Klose LeHew Connie Ann Connie 01070103 2213 Bron Holly Houston Tx 77008
Kuthanek Jullia Renee’ Renee 01070106 6443 Limestone Houston x 77092
Jerome Kirby Rolan
Johnson Rolan Audrey Joan Audrey 010801 Box 649 Lexington Tx 78947
Biggs Brune Sharon Lea Sharon 01080101 #2 Skyline Acres West Wimber} Tx 78676
Brune Leslie Vaughn Vauvghn 01080102 Rt 2 Box 42A Thomdale Tx 176571
Brune Michael Vaughn Mike 0108010201 Rt 2 Box 42 Thomdale Tx 76571
Brune David Leo David 01080103 Rt 2 Box 42B orndale Tx 76571
Strauss Rolan Ethel Lorene Ethel 010 220 Beaver Rd ngram Tx 78023
Harmon Rolan Lola Beatrice Lola 010 212 Beaver Rd Ingram x 78025
Wilson Gage Linda Lea Linda 01080301 5803 Raywood Houston Tx 77040
Gage Tommy Jerome Tommy 01080302 Box 96 gram Tx 78025
Dunaway Gage Karen Yvonne Karen 01080303 #1207 7781 Woodchase San Antonio Tx 78240
Gage Dennis Denise Gail Denise 01080304 Box 1429 Medina Tx 79055
Gage | Michael Lyn Mike 01080304 Box 1429 Medina Tx 78055
Vollgaris Gage Sharia ay Sharla 01080305 212B Beaver Rd Ingram Tx 78025
Flora Gage Holly Ann Holly 01080306 212C Beaver Rd Ingram Tx 77025
Gage Bryant Rolan Bryant 01080307 212A Beaver Rd Ingram Tx 78025
James Buchannon Rolan
Jones Rolan Myrtle Elreen Myrtle 011101 #1101 6150 W Tidwell Houston Tx 77092
Wyatt Driver Joyce, Ann oyce. 01110101 18734 Cypress Church Rd %lpress Tx 77429
Rolan Jimmie Euﬁene Jimmie 011102 Box mgsiand TX 78639
Rolan Becker Florene O’Bell Florene 011102 Box 1646 Kingsland Tx 78639
Rolan Paul Edwin Paul 01110201 3705 Harpers Fera? Aus! Tx 78749
Brunelle Rolan Debra_ Ann Debbie 01110202 19506 Mallard Lake Houston Tx 77084
Wilhite Rolan Cynthia Amn Cindy 01110203 15623 Downford Tomball Tx 77375
Rolan VWilkins Patricia Claudia PatriCia 011103 #257 1111 Blalock Houston Tx 77055
Voyles Rolan Karren Denise Denise 01110301 2223 Campbell Houston Tx 77080
Rolan Sidney Ray Ray. 01110302 19902 Black Cherry Bend apress . Tx 77429
Grizzel Rolan Dorinda Ann Dorinda 01110303 Rt 1 Box 20 appel Hill Tx 77426
Minton Rolan Diana Ray | Diana 01110304 1630 Chase Arbor Commons Va. Beach Va 23462
Lyons Elmo & Mary Prentiss Jr. Elmo 01110305 10814 S Naples Court Jacksonville Ft 32218
Amos Jackson Rolan
McFarland Rolan Wilda X Wilda 011202 703 E 11th Brady Tx 76825
McFarland Rolan Lewis Rolan 01120201 1917 S High Brady | Tx 76825
Rolan Alfred Levi Alfred 011203 14102 Dewberry Dr Pflugerville Tx 78660
Saphronia (Rolan) Spears
Chandler Londagan Margret Leona Tootie 02020201 Box 103 Eagletown Ok 74734
Leonard Williams Patsy Gearldine 02020502 Box 4 Eagletown Ok 74734
Bud Rolan
Rolan Lestie Lewis Les 0308 623 Mill St Rockdale Tx 76567
Rolan Richard Lee 0309 Box 381 Pine Az 85544

The list above is in the family tree position order starting with Andrew Jackson (position id OLXXXX
Rolan’s 14 decendants (0101..., 0102...., etc.) followed by A.J.’s sister Saphronia (position id 02XXXX)
brother "Bud’s" (position id 03XXXX) decendants.

Paul Rolan
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The Rolan Newsletter
3705 Harpers Ferry
Austin, Tx. 78749
512-280-3222
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